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1. Purpose

This paper includes a report to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group on the activities of the Cochrane Consumer Network.
2.  Urgency

Low (for information only).
3. Access

Open.
4. Establishment

The CCNet Transitional Executive was established following the mid-year meeting held in Auckland in March 2010.
5.  Membership
Liz Whamond (Canada, Chair) and Mingming Zhang (China), (both representatives on the CCSG), Godwin Aja (Nigeria), Gill Gyte (UK) and Silvana Simi (Italy).

6. Meetings held (and planned) before Split
The members of the CCNet Transitional Executive met by teleconference in mid-January 2011 (many e-mails followed), and two more teleconference calls are planned before the Split meeting. Items discussed  (and to be discussed) before Split include(d) CCNet objectives, 1-year work plan – current activities; 5-year work plan – future activities; governance plan; revised CCNet remit; revised roles and responsibilities; revised model and agenda for Croatia. The Split meeting is a strategic planning session and is expected to finalize governance, roles and responsibilities, and short- and long-term planning.
7. Work in progress 

At a consumers’ meeting in Colorado in October 2010, five working groups were formed: Training, Communications, Global Involvement, Consumer Integration and Consumer Support. These groups are partially populated, and work will unfold in the next few months.
8. Actions taken

With the help of Kiley Richmond in the Secretariat, Catherine McIlwain has undertaken a significant revision to the CCNet mailing list. She attended the Canadian Contributors’ Symposium in Vancouver in February 2011, and will attend the UK and Ireland Contributors’ Meeting in Belfast in March 2011. These meetings are important in order to engage a broader constituency.
A report was submitted to the Monitoring and Registration Committee (MarC) outlining our core functions. Some questions were asked and we will be responding to them.
Much recent discussion has centered around plain language summaries. We anticipate being able to finalize a recommendation by July 2011.
9.  Recommendations
There are no recommendations at this point, but the CCNet Transactional Executive welcomes feedback from the Steering Group.

10. Thanks
The CCNet Transitional Executive would like to thank the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group formally for funding the Consumer Co-ordinator position. We also acknowledge its support of the CCNet Transitional Executive to allow it to meet face-to-face at least once a year.  
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