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3. Purpose of paper

This paper briefly outlines activities undertaken by the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ (TSCs’) Executive from October 2010 – February 2011. 

4. Urgency

Low.

5. Access

Open.

6. Background

The purpose of the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ (TSCs’) Executive is to facilitate communication between TSCs, The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group (CCSG) and the Editor in Chief (EiC).

7. Membership of the TSCs’ Executive

Karen Blackhall (Injuries Group) and Ruth Foxlee (Wounds Group) completed their terms on the TSCs’ Executive and in January 2011 we welcomed  two new members: Doug Salzwedel from the Hypertension Group and Rene Spijker from the Dutch Cochrane Centre.
8. Meetings of the TSCs’ Executive since October 2010
A face-to-face meeting took place during the Keystone Colloquium in October 2010.

Teleconferences were held on 15/16 December 2010 and 31 January/1 February 2011. Minutes of these meetings and teleconferences are available in Archie.

9. TSCs’ Induction and mentoring program 
The development of an Induction and mentoring program for new TSCs, part of a larger project from the Training Working Group (TWG) for the development and implementation of a Collaboration-wide training program, was approved by the Steering Group at the Keystone Colloquium.

Lynn Hampson is leading a TSCs’ Induction Working Party to develop the program and prepare the documentation. Members of this working group, formed in January 2011, are: Vittoria Lutje (Infectious Diseases Group), Ruth Foxlee (Wounds Group) and Karen Hovhannisyan (Anaesthesia Group).

10. TSC representation on Collaboration committees

As a result of the new governance structure for Information Systems, the following TSCs are now members of the following committees:
· Information Services Strategy Board (ISSB): Samantha Roberts (Schizophrenia Group)
· Information Services Operations Committee (ISOC): Michelle Fiander  (EPOC)

· Archie Development Advisory Committee (ADAC): Michelle Fiander (EPOC)

· RevMan Advisory Committee (RAC): Sheila Wallace (Incontinence Group)
The following TSCs have accepted membership of the CENTRAL Development Committee, a group being convened by David Tovey: Gail Higgins (Renal Group), Samantha Roberts (Schizophrenia Group) and Carol Lefebvre (UK Cochrane Centre).
A call for four TSCs to join Methodological Expectations of Cochrane Intervention Reviews (MECIR) - Searching for Studies Working Group, part of the quality review workstreams MARS project, was put out in February 2011. The TSCs’ Executive expects to have members for this working group finalised by early March 2011.
11. TSCs’ Executive remit
The TSCs’ Executive was asked by Nick Royle to provide an alternate model in relation to the terms of office and membership of the TSCs’ Executive as existed in the TSCs’ Executive remit (April 2010). An alternate model was discussed and accepted by the majority of the TSCs’ Executive in January 2011. The revised remit was circulated to all TSCs with an explanation of the revisions. The revised remit (January 2011) has been incorporated into the Cochrane Policy Manual.  
12. TSCs’ workplan and budget 2010-2011

A TSCs’ Executive workplan and budget for 2010-2011 was devised and accepted by Nick Royle. It was distributed to all TSCs and the convenors of the MEs’ and Centre Directors’ Executives and is available in Archie.

13. Cochrane Register of Studies

TSCs are currently involved in testing the beta versions of the Cochrane Register of Studies.

14. Processing and publication of CENTRAL
There have been two Specialized Register and handsearch submissions since October 2010. Details are below (no details for Issue 2 2011 are available at present):
	ISSUE 1 2011
	 

	No. of register submissions (Groups n=51)
	38

	No of register submissions (Fields n=8)
	1

	Total no. of register submissions (Groups & Fields n=59)
	39

	Total number of handsearch submissions (Groups, Fields & Centres)
	7

	 Total number of submissions (both registers & handsearch records) 
	46

	Total no of SR records submitted
	479646

	Total no of handsearch records submitted
	2519


15. Documents for comment
The TSCs’ Executive members provided feedback on the following documents:
Minimum competencies for review teams

Information Systems (IS) governance structure

Proposed Expressions of Interest (EOI) database

The future of Cochrane Review Group modules

MaRC (Monitoring and Registration Committee) form
16. The current members of the TSCs’ Executive are: 

Michelle Fiander (EPOC), Lynn Hampson (Pregnancy & Childbirth), Gail Higgins (Renal Group), Carol Lefebvre (UK Cochrane Centre), Samantha Roberts (Schizophrenia Group), Doug Salzwedel (Hypertension Group), Rene Spijker (Dutch Cochrane Centre), Marian Showell (Menstrual Disorders & Subfertility Group).
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