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The South African Cochrane Centre (SACC) would be delighted to host the mid-year meetings of The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group, Centre Directors and Entity Executives in 2013. We are currently exploring the feasibility of holding the meetings in Cape Town, South Africa, or in Mombasa, Kenya.
Benefits to the proposed host

Since 1997 the SACC has been actively contributing to the work of The Collaboration within the countries for which we are the reference centre1. We are involved in Cochrane author training, mentoring and concerted awareness raising efforts. There are currently 378 authors (appendix 1) based in these countries.  We continue to strive to engage and support greater numbers of authors from Sub-Saharan Africa, with its diverse cultural and language backgrounds, as well as a wide array of health challenges. The first African Contributors’ Meeting was held in 2007 in Cape Town and was attended by more than 70 African Cochrane contributors from 12 countries. 
2013 marks the 15th birthday of the SACC. We would be honoured to commemorate this important milestone by hosting the mid-year meetings in tandem with an African Cochrane Contributors meeting.  The African Contributors meeting would take place over two days and include presentations, debates, skills building workshops and opportunities for discussion, both formal and informal. We would like to ensure that African authors receive the most up-to-date Cochrane methods input, and that they have the opportunity to share information about the work they are doing. In addition to being a learning opportunity for authors, the African Contributors meeting would be an ideal opportunity to invite high-level clinicians, policy makers, journalists, consumers and other relevant stakeholders to attend specific plenary sessions to create awareness of the work of The Collaboration in the region, and facilitate a platform for better mutual understanding and communication.  If our invitation to host the mid-year meetings is successful we plan to take advantage of this opportunity to invite attendees to contribute to a major symposium that will form part of the programme of the African Contributors meeting. 
Travel
We are currently exploring two venue options for hosting the mid-year meeting - Cape Town, South Africa and Mombasa, Kenya. We will provide background information on both of these potential venues. Both venues comply with The Collaboration requirement for being conveniently situated within 2hours of an international airport.
Cape Town is a very popular tourist destination, with many flights servicing the country via Europe, Asia and North and South America.  Its air travel infrastructure is well established and was rated highly by the organisers of the FIFA World Cup Football event in 2010.  Ground travel within the city of Cape Town is easily managed with taxis, and as the hosting Centre, we would provide additional guidance where needed to ensure the safe transport of those attending the meetings or symposium.  The venue for the meeting would be linked to the accommodation, ensuring ease of access and convenience. 

Kenya is a transport and tourist hub within Africa with many flights around the continent passing through Nairobi Kenyatta airport. Kenya would be a particularly convenient destination for the African Contributors meeting due to proximity to several countries contributing to the work of The Collaboration and reasonable cost of air travel. The meeting itself would be held in the popular Indian Ocean Island city of Mombasa, the second largest city in Kenya. It boasts Moi International Airport which connects with a number of European and Middle Eastern airports, in addition to the regular flights from Nairobi.  There are many modes of transport around the city, taxis being the most reliable and convenient. Where necessary for social functions, we would advise on the best transport and where possible, we would arrange this.
Accommodation

In both Cape Town and in Mombasa, there are numerous hotels geared to hosting large meetings and conferences. We plan to negotiate reasonable rates, aiming to maintain a daily rate of approximately Euros100 for bed and breakfast. We will be exploring accommodation options with access to some of the most popular destinations in either city, including historical sites, museums, nature and shopping centres. The meeting venues and the accommodation will be linked to limit transport needs of delegates. 

Meeting facilities

For the Steering Group, Centre Directors’ and Executives’ meetings, we will book venues within the hotel, for ease of access. 
Cost

The SACC will cover the cost of the Centre Directors' meeting including the venue, audio-visual requirements, catering during the meeting, and one social function.  If possible, we will also cover costs related to the venue and audio-visual needs for the Executives’ meetings. As we cannot know what the attendee numbers for these meetings will be, we are unable to commit to covering the expenses related to catering and a social event for this group.  We would therefore be grateful if these costs could be covered by The Collaboration. For the Steering Group meeting we would appreciate if the venue, audio-visual and catering costs were met by The Collaboration, although we may be able to provide for a social function for the Steering Group. 
We would like to encourage greater regional participation and therefore attendees of the symposium will not be charged a registration fee. We feel it is important that the access to the event should not be restrictive, and we recognize that many of our delegates will be travelling long distances to attend the event.  We plan to raise funds from other sources to cover the costs outlined above.  
Internet access

We will ensure reliable internet access. Most conferencing and meeting venues provide Wi-Fi as standard, and both South Africa and Kenya have well established telecommunications infrastructure to support this requirement.
Suggested dates

March is ideal for visitors to both Kenya and South Africa, for many reasons including climate and a lower demand on accommodation from holiday makers.  We would ideally aim to hold the meeting either during the week of 11th-17th or 18th-24th March. These dates do not overlap with Christian, Jewish or Muslim religious Holidays, and should not prohibit attendance of any of the delegates. 
Many thanks for considering our proposal. We would be delighted if the Steering Group accepted our offer. We would be happy to engage further if there are any specific questions regarding our proposal.
Sincerely,
Appendix 1: Map showing distribution of African Authors (March 2011)
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