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Purpose of paper

This paper briefly sets out the issues relating to the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL) and other issues of importance to Trials Search Co-ordinators.
Urgency

Low.
Access

Open.
Background

The Trials Search Co-ordinators’ Executive Group (TSCEG) replaced the TSC Working Group which had been established in April 2007. The TSCEG examines long-term issues around CENTRAL and advises PPG and CCSG on this, the CENTRAL interim measures and other TSC-related issues. 
Submissions to CENTRAL  
The interim measures put in place in 2006 for the production of CENTRAL remain current and the following issues have been identified: 
a)  CENTRAL matching procedure

Wiley-Blackwell and the TSCEG are currently dealing with the issue of records submitted for CENTRAL not being published because they are being erroneously identified as duplicates. A survey of TSCs conducted in August last year indicated that the problem is widespread, though the number of records failing to be published varies considerably across groups. Alterations to the matching algorithm were proposed by Michael Mukhoyan of Wiley-Blackwell but time available for testing was too short for the TSCEG to confidently approve these changes. The proposals and counter-proposals for strategies to address this issue was very informative on several levels. It also resulted in the identification of a problem with missing handsearch records which was resolved as of Issue 1 2009. TSCEG members are currently working with Michelle Ames at Wiley-Blackwell to create a clear summary of the problems and potential solutions identified to date and map out the way forward.

b)  Specialized Registers submissions from Cochrane Review Groups
Of the 51 Cochrane Review Groups all but one (Childhood Cancer) has a Specialized Register and of the 50 CRGs with a register, three (Hypertension, Sexually Transmitted Diseases and Upper Gastrointestinal & Pancreatic Diseases) have not yet provided a test file and received a test report, and are therefore unable to submit. Specialized Registers were submitted by 36 CRGs (70%) for Issue 2, 2009, the same number as for Issue 1 2009. Submissions rates have been fairly stable (65-70%) over the past six quarters. As has been noted previously, with the exception of a handful of CRGs, it is not the same CRGs persistently failing to submit registers.
c)  Role of the liaison person for submissions with Wiley-Blackwell

This liaison role has developed in that time, from half a day per week to two full days. The Steering Group approved a proposal from the Renal Group, to fund the costs associated with this expanded role for the duration of the CENTRAL interim measures ($AUS 37,393 per annum; equivalent to about £17,000). 
RFP for the Cochrane Register of Studies
The TSCEG finalised its input into the Request for Proposals document in October of 2008. The working group charged with taking the RFP forward (Lorne Becker, Jonathan Craig, Ruth Foxlee and Nick Royle) were concerned that there was not the appropriate expertise within the Collaboration to ensure that the tender document was structured to give potential suppliers a clear idea of what will be required for  the successful delivery of the project. The Collaboration has engaged Oakleigh Consulting to:

· Help us clarify and prioritise the business and technical requirements for a new Cochrane Register of Studies database system.

· Produce an RFP document which clearly identifies the required systems functionality and processes
· Provide a scoring system which allows us to select the most suitable bid 
Oakleigh have conducted interviews with key stakeholders within the Collaboration and will present the “AS-IS” and “TO-BE” system architectures, along with the requirements catalogue at the UK & Ireland Cochrane Contributors Meeting in Edinburgh on 18 March 2009.  Stakeholders from the USA, Australia and South Africa have been funded to attend the Edinburgh presentation. The objectives of the workshop will be to ratify the diagrams and the requirements catalogue, and to define any further adjustments to these. The presentation will be recorded and broadcast via webcam for those unable to attend in person. 
Improving the quality of search strategies in Cochrane Reviews
The TSCEG supports the proposed project to undertake an audit to assess the quality of search strategies in new and updated Cochrane Reviews, as discussed at the TSCs’ meeting at the Freiburg Colloquium. This project is currently awaiting the outcome of a funding application to the Collaboration’s Opportunities Fund.
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