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26 March 2012
This report summarises progress on planning for the 2012 Colloquium in Auckland, New Zealand, including: 
a. planning of the scientific programme and business meetings; 
b. administrative and financial matters.
1. Scientific programme and business meetings
	
	ITEM
	PROGRESS

	a
	Programme schedule & themes
	The provisional programme schedule and information on the social programme are attached (Appendix I).  

	b
	Scientific Programme Committee
	Chair for the Scientific Programme Committee have been appointed.

· Cindy Farquhar (New Zealand)

This committee has already met and a preliminary plenary programme has been drafted. Plenary speakers have been invited and we are currently waiting for confirmation of their attendance (see Appendix II).

	c
	Other committees
	Chairs for the Abstract and Workshop Committees have been appointed.

· Abstract Committee
: Peter Herbison (New Zealand) 

: Vanessa Jordan (New Zealand

Call for abstracts opened on the 8th March. Closing deadline is  19th April.
· Workshop Committee
: Miranda Cumpston (Australia)

: Jackie Chandler (UK)

Early call for workshops resulted in 28 workshops submitted, most of which have been accepted. An open call is now underway with a closing deadline of 19th April. 



	d
	Promotion and Website
	The Collaboration’s Event Manager has been used for the website and is proving to be very efficient and effective. Registration opened on 8th March and the programme at a glance is up on the site. A marketing campaign is underway through e-mail and promotion throughout both the Australasian and international networks. Registrations and abstract submissions are being managed through the website. 

	e
	Conference Venue
	The conference venue is the Pullman Hotel. This is a great venue and apart from the social events all of the Colloquium sessions will be held here.  On relatively short notice we were able to secure a deal with regard to venue, catering, AV, and accommodation. There is one potential breakout room booked across the road at Auckland University which may be used in the workshop sessions if needed.

	f
	Social Programme
	Venues for the Welcome Reception and the Farewell Party have been booked. An optional social event has been planned for the Monday evening, leaving one free evening for conference attendees.


2. Administrative and Financial matters

	
	ITEM
	PROGRESS

	a
	Contracts
	A contract has been entered into with Convention Management New Zealand Limited. These are conference managers and they in turn have secured all the social and conference venues as well as catering entertainment and transport as required.

Memorandum of Agreement: We have failed to get the University of Auckland to sign off the MoA on behalf of the Cochrane Branch, but we have obtained a letter of support from the University. Due to the limited timeframe it has been difficult to navigate the university legal processes and as such we have had to move forward regardless. 

	b
	Conference management
	The conference management team, Convention Management New Zealand Limited, are experienced event managers and the NZ Branch has used them before, for the mid-year meetings in 2010, as well as Cindy Farquhar using them on multiple occasions for other conferences. Key personnel are Shelley Cunningham and Paul Walker. 

	c
	Budget
	A preliminary budget for the Colloquium has been prepared, as attached in Appendix III. 
Registration fees have been set at:

· Early Bird
: NZD 1,250

· Full Registration
: NZD 1,400


· Consumer/Developing Country
: NZD 800

*Based on the above, 550 registrations are required to break even.  

	d
	Grants and sponsorship
	A package option for potential grants and sponsors has been distributed and we have confirmed three sponsors (Health Quality and Safety Commission, National Health Committee, and the University of Otago.

	e
	Stipends
	Chairs for the Consumer and Developing Country Stipend Committees have been appointed.  
· Consumer Stipend Committee:    Judi Strid
· Developing Country Stipend Committee
:  Steve McDonald/
Jordi Pardo Pardo


APPENDIX 1

Plenary 1 – Rational thinking about health care - 1 HOUR 
Norman Swan - “Rational thinking about health care – has The Cochrane Library helped the debate?” – 25 MINS

(Back up: Ron Paterson)

Catherine Marshall (ex NZGG) - 25 MINS

Question time: 10 mins

Plenary 2 – Guidelines and the Cochrane Collaboration – 90 mins
CEU and David Tovey to co-ordinate – Guidelines

Plenary 3 – It’s about connections – 90 mins
Bruce Arroll (Cochrane Primary Care Field) – “Connecting the knowledge” – 20 MINS invited

Consumer network - Catherine McIlwain to nominate a speaker – “Connections in action / Advocacy in action / Making connections” – 20 MINS

Ashley Bloomfield (NZ MOH) – “Connecting with policy makers” – 20 MINS confirmed speaker

Ask for suggestions from Co-eds (Vanessa Jordan as back up) “Connecting Generation Y/Z” – 20 MINS

Question time: 10 mins

Plenary 4 – Cutting edge developments in the Cochrane Collaboration (Methods Groups to coordinate) – 90 mins
Intro into all new methods – 10-15 MINS

Selected methods – 20 MINS

Selected methods – 20 MINS

CEO - 20 MINS
Question time: 10 mins

Plenary 5 – Better global health – 90 mins
Mike Ardagh - “How could systematic reviews assist in emergency planning? – reflections from the quake zone of Canterbury” (title will change) – 20 MINS confirmed speaker

Steffan Crausaz – “Lessons from how New Zealand has achieved value for money in drug purchasing” – 20 MINS confirmed speaker

Rod Jackson – “Evidence: the modern epidemic” – 20 MINS confirmed speaker

Jonathan Craig – “Almost 20 years of global evidence – did it help?” – 20 MINS confirmed speaker

Question time: 10 mins

APPENDIX 2
Short Symposia - Up to 9 Sessions (3 per day), 4-5 speakers for 15 mins plus 15 minutes at the end of each session with time for discussion and action points. Each symposium will have objectives. The action points will be passed onto the Collaboration if appropriate. 
The following list has been suggested by the scientific committee and others. 
1. Over diagnosis – suggested by Ray Moynihan who will co-ordinate this session.
2. Screening – specific to cancer - Sally Green to be asked to co-ordinate.
3. Smoking cessation – Politics or evidence?  Chris Bullen to be asked to co-ordinate.
4. Health Technology and The Cochrane Collaboration – partnership. Who will co-ordinate?
5. Mental health matters and The Cochrane Collaboration – Rachel Churchill, Sally Merry and Sarah Hetrick to be asked to co-ordinate.
6. WHO Partnership Committee – opportunities for collaboration between WHO and the Collaboration and on how authors and other Cochrane contributors can see their work making an impact on WHO policy – Susie Hill and Davina Ghersi to be asked to co-ordinate.
7. Reducing disparities through the application of evidence based health care – NZ team to be asked to co-ordinate (Sue Crengle and Tania Riddell).
8. The relevance of The Cochrane Collaboration for people with impairments and how to engage with them –Judi Strid to be asked to co-ordinate.
9. Any other suggestions?
