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Continental Europe Support Unit: fifth progress report 


1. Purpose of Paper

This is the fifth progress report to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group on the Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) for Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies, as required under Section 3.3.1 of the contract between The Dutch Cochrane Centre and The Cochrane Collaboration. 

2. Urgency

Low (for information only).
3. Access

Open.

4. Background

The aim of this project is to assist Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) and Cochrane Centres, located in Continental Europe, with the implementation of methods and procedures for developing Cochrane Reviews of Diagnostic Test Accuracy (DTA). The Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) collaborates closely with the UK Support Unit (UKSU), located in Birmingham. For more information: http://srdta.cochrane.org/en/index.html 

5. Discussion

Progress is reported according to the Deliverables and Outputs, mentioned in the contract. 

Deliverables and Outputs

CRG Support

1. To work with the Continental European CRG bases as and when they are able, to bring them on line with reviews of test accuracy, helping them create topic lists and potential titles for reviews, and providing education to editorial staff in review processes for test accuracy reviews 

1.1 A document with a description of the required CRG processes / procedures with respect to test accuracy reviews. Expected delivery date: April 2008.

Completed (see previous progress reports).

2. To support Continental European CRGs, the Cochrane Back Group and the South African Satellite of the HIV/AIDS Group with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software.
2.1 Help desk for the above-mentioned CRGs, and for Cochrane methodologists and Cochrane Centres, based in Continental Europe: second line consultancy for requests for assistance with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software. Expected delivery date: throughout 2007-2010.
We have now regular contact with all but one CRGs for which we are the support unit about all aspects of DTA reviews. We advised about DTA title requests and we assisted in the preparation of several protocols. 
The SRDTA page on www.cochrane.org has been renewed and kept up to date. 

2.2 Intensive support with the first above-mentioned CRGs’ 1-5 diagnostic reviews. Expected delivery date: throughout 2008-2010.
See also previous progress reports and item 2.1: we are supporting all but one CRGs intensively with the execution of their first DTA reviews. 
2.3 To assist review-authors of the above-mentioned CRGs with question formulation, search strategies, methodological and statistical issues, and software support on a one-to-one basis (help desk for review authors). Expected delivery date: throughout 2008-2010.
We handled questions from (candidate) authors who had a very broad range of questions.
3. To organise methodological peer review of protocols and reviews of test accuracy 
3.1 Formation of a network of methodological peer reviewers. Expected delivery date: September 2008.
In 2009, the DTA Editorial Team has been established. New peer reviewers (methodologists, statisticians and information specialists) are still being recruited to expand the pool of peer-reviewers. 
3.2 Checklist for methodological and statistical peer review of Cochrane reviews of test accuracy. Expected delivery date: December 2008.
We are collaborating with the CRG resources working group. The existing checklists for intervention reviews are transcribed for DTA reviews. 
3.3 Methodological peer review of protocols and reviews of test accuracy. Expected delivery date: throughout 2007-2010.
Three CESU members are member of the DTA Editorial Team and all four CESU members are regularly involved as peer-reviewers.
The DTA Editorial Team has peer-reviewed many versions of draft DTA protocols and draft DTA reviews. 
The Cochrane Library now contains three systematic reviews and 10 protocols. However, there are quite a few near completed reviews and protocols of which we expect publication in the next few months.
Training

4. Development of training courses for (a) CRG editorial teams, (b) review authors and (c) Centre staff 
4.1 Workshop (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for CRG editorial teams and Cochrane Centre staff. Expected delivery date: April 2007.
Completed (see previous progress reports). We regularly update the course materials (see also item 6.1).
4.2 Workshop (including syllabus (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for Review Authors. Expected delivery date: August 2007. 
Completed (see previous progress reports). We regularly update the course materials (see also item 6.2).
5. Contribute to the development of an advanced training courses for (Cochrane) methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy

5.1 To develop, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy. Expected delivery date: May 2009.
Completed (see also item 7.1). 

NB: as reported in our previous report, we have recorded the presentations of one CRG induction workshop, one author workshop and the workshop for methodologists. These recordings will serve as a starting point for a script for an e-learning course. We are in contact with the Training Working Group to work further on this project which was not an agreed deliverable of the CESU project (but we feel that this is an important product that is worth pursuing). 
6. To run a regular programme of training courses for CRG editorial teams, Centre staff and review authors in the region
6.1 At least three workshops for Cochrane Editors, other CRG staff and Centre staff during the annual Continental European Cochrane Entities Meeting and/or the Cochrane Colloquium. Expected delivery dates: May 2007 and May 2008, October 2008.
See also previous progress reports. 

We have run two DTA workshops at the Colloquium in Singapore. An induction workshop is planned for the HIV/AIDS satellite in Cape Town, South Africa.
6.2 At least three workshops for review authors (in close collaboration with a Cochrane Centre). Expected delivery dates: June 2008, June 2009 and June 2010.
See also previous progress reports. 

In collaboration with UKSU a third author workshop is planned from 9-10 September 2010 in Amsterdam. 
7. To run, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy
7.1 Participation in an international course for methodologists. Expected delivery date: June 2009. 
Completed. See previous progress report. To date, no new workshop has been planned.

Tools
8. Creation of an instruction manual and tutorials for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software

8.1 Beta-testing of RevMan 5 – Report of the evaluations. Expected delivery date: January 2007.
Completed (see previous progress reports).

8.2 Contribution to the instruction manual for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software (RevMan User Guide). Expected delivery date: August 2007.
Completed (see previous progress reports).

8.3 Tutorial for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software (similar to current RevMan 4.2 exercise). Expected delivery date: September 2008.
The RevMan DTA tutorial is now online, both on http://srdta.cochrane.org/Files/Website/Revman5_DTA_tutorial_100204_secured.doc and on http://www.cc-ims.net/revman/documentation/RevMan_5_DTA_Tutorial.pdf 
This document was completed with the input of many volunteers (a truly collaborative achievement).
9. To contribute to the Diagnostic Accuracy Reviewers’ Handbook

9.1 Detailed review of the draft Handbook, including corrections and proposed amendments. Expected delivery date: January 2007 (ongoing).
Members of UKSU and CESU continue to contribute to the handbook, which development is progressing albeit not at the pace that we hoped for. 
Members of CESU (and UKSU) contribute to a glossary which is initiated by the Handbook Working Group. 
9.2 To develop ways of presenting the results of DTA reviews, including Summary of Results Tables (in collaboration with the GRADE Working Group). Expected delivery date: December 2009.
Ongoing.

9.3 To work with the Cochrane Consumer Network to develop plain language summaries of DTA reviews for consumers. Expected delivery date: December 2009.
Ongoing.

Development

10. To work with the Collaboration publishers in the design and testing of publication software

10.1 Piloting and testing the software – Report of the evaluations. Expected delivery date: throughout 2008-2010.
Ongoing (see also previous progress reports).
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